A Letter from the Head of School
Dear Stoneleigh-Burnham Community,
Welcome to the new school year! This Community Handbook is meant to serve as a guide to understand
the expectations for all Stoneleigh-Burnham School community members. Please read through it
carefully before the start of the academic year, discuss it as a family, and keep it close by for reference.
Before classes begin, all students will be asked to sign off on having read and understood what is
delineated here. Please contact the Deans’ Office if you have any questions (413) 774-2711, ext. 248.
The information contained herein will tell you everything you need to know about expectations, rules
and policies, clubs and organizations within the school (in which you might like to participate), academic
policies, and community life as both boarding and day students. If you are new to the School, this
document may seem a bit overwhelming. Over time, however, it should prove helpful as a way to look
up what seems confusing, review particular rules, and quickly find contact information you need.
As you know, part of our mission is to “inspire girls to lead meaningful lives based on honor, respect and
intellectual curiosity.” We take this challenge seriously and expect all our students to work with us
toward this goal. To that end, it is important to get involved, to challenge yourselves to take appropriate
risks in and out of the classroom, and to remember that every decision you make affects those around
you. If we live honorably and respect each other as human beings, we can learn much from one another.
If we remain intellectually curious, we will be engaged in our learning and help others to do the same. Of
course, the inspiring part is our responsibility as a school. If you engage, you will be inspired by the many
opportunities that exist here for hard work, friendship, service, community involvement and physical
challenge.
We are a very lucky group of people to have this school called Stoneleigh-Burnham in our lives. The
beauty of our surroundings, the privilege to learn in an all-girls environment, the dedication of our
faculty and staff, and the sincerity of our community to live and learn together make us a very special
place. But we would be nothing if not for the students. We can’t wait to see you!
Sally L. Mixsell ’69
Head of School

